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Troops Dealt ¢
Heavy Losses

SAIGON (AP) — US. and

in three regions ranging from
the Cambodian border to the

North Vietnam
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an n:ia;'ly ::oo bgf t‘:lse enemy with a
rain of bombs, rockets and
dshells, military spokesmen ' re-

2-|the North ig'ctg.mmnds:ftmmmd
Z-|te v‘Q'. ) 4 e mese. ot

8| five  American s,

le{three of them in one battle, rais-|ar

© |ing to 6,295 the number of U.S.|to

7-|aircraft reported lost in Viet. $1i

co

me

C

C

d

3 “

‘al| Demilitarized Zone and killed te
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>-|nam war during nearly a dec-
e|ade of fighting,
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Battlefield reports said infan-
en, tanks, armored person-
nel carriers mounted with B
heavy machine guns, jet bomb-
ers and helicopter gunships cut
down the North Vietnamese T
troops in eight battles as the en-
emy forces apparently tried toly
~ |maneuver into position for new v
. |attacks on allied bases.
Beqause the massive Ameri-
can firepower carried the brunt br
) of the battles, allied casualties
ot | Were reported light.
at| The U.S. Command said one th:
it.(American was killed and 29 )
al{Wvere wounded while field re- Up.
to|POrts put South Vietnamese gOV- | ph¢
ernment casualties at eight|p,:
te | Killed and 32 wounded. in
The biggest battles raged clo
- |South of Da Nang, where the en- em
r(émy launched a new offensive day
et|over the weekend, along the «
a| Cambodian border north of Sai- get
gon where North Vietnamese A
[-|troops are reported massing for|[,00
in|@ New drive, and less than two the
d.|miles south of the demilitarized look
zone, long
e-| B52 bombers attacked enemy| L
r.|staging areas along the Laotian pum
18 border today in an effort to keep | syst.
[-|fresh North Vietnamese and Pi
1t | Viet Cong troops from entering | goin
ie |through the A Shau Valley to|—
e |reinforce units mauled in heavy|
‘e [EILIg L1y 20 P rumargetouin
ie|,. Some of the bomb loads were
five miles northwest of Ham-
—|burger Hill, where American
troops fought ome of the blood-
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| The battle in which three
‘|| American helicopters were shot
down began shortly after noon
{|when enemy troops opened fire
on an allied armored column in
rolling foothills 40 miles south-
east of Da Nang and four miles
from the provincial capital of
| Tam Ky.

American tanks and armored
'{| personnel carriers, artillery and
helicopter gunships blasted the
hjenemy entrenched in - bunkers.
0|The armored cavalry squadron
was part of a U.S.—South Viet-
1inamese task force sent into the
"iregion after intelligence reports
Siof a buildup there. Fighting
siraged until dark, and field re-
3 ports said 96 enemy were killed.
U.S. casualties were put at 18
wounded. Three South Viet-
namese were Kkilled and two
' wounded, a spokesman said.

.| More fighting broke out in the
area today, and troops of the
U.S. 196th Brigade reported kill-
i{ing 39 more North Vietnamese
in three hours. U.S. casualties
.lwere described as light. 1
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Procrastination is the thief of| The
time. So is every other bigl/the ti
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